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What are the SATs?

• Your child’s teacher is responsible for judging the standards your 
child is working at in English, maths and science by the end of Key 
Stage 1. 

• To help inform those judgements, pupils sit national curriculum 
tests (SATs). 

• The tests are a tool for teachers to help them measure your child’s 
performance and identify their needs as they move into key stage 2. 
They also allow teachers to see how your child is performing against 
national expected standards.  



When are the SATs taken?

• The tests can be taken any time during May and they are not 
‘strictly’ timed.

• We will be starting ours the week beginning 13th May.
• The majority of children will take them in their normal classroom.
• The tests are administered by your child's class teacher.
• The tests are timetabled into our normal school day so you may not 

even know that your child is taking them.  



What happens after the tests?
• Teachers will use the results from these tests, along with the work 

your child has done throughout the year, to help them reach their 
own judgements.

• Although the tests are set externally, they are marked by teachers 
within the school.

• Children are given a scaled score.
• A score below 100 indicates that the child needs more support and 

a score of above 100 suggests the child is working at a higher level 
than expected for their age. 

• These teacher assessment judgements will be reported to you by 
the end of the summer term.

http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-grading-system-explained-for-parents


The Reading Test
• There are 2 separate papers:

• Paper 1:(approximately 30 minutes). Has 400-700 words. Children 
read the texts and answer questions as they ‘go along’.

• Paper 2: (approximately 40 minutes). Has 800-1100 words. Children 
read the booklet first then answer questions in a separate booklet. 

• The texts in the reading papers cover a range of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry, and get progressively more difficult towards the end of 
the test. Teachers have the option to stop the test at any point that 
they feel is appropriate for a particular child.



The Reading Test
There are a variety of questions:

• Multiple choice
• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which order 

they happened in the story’
• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the story’
• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the weather 

was like in the story’
• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
• Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her grandmother? 

Give two reasons’



The Maths Test
• There are 2 separate papers:

• Paper 1: Arithmetic (approximately 20 minutes)
• Paper 2: Reasoning (approximately 35 minutes)

There are a variety of question types:
• multiple choice,
• matching, true/false, constrained (e.g. completing a chart or table; 

drawing a shape) and less constrained (e.g. where children have to 
show or explain their method).



The Maths Test

• There are a variety of question types:

• multiple choice
• matching
• true/false
• constrained (e.g. completing a chart or table; drawing a shape)
• less constrained (e.g. where children have to show or explain their 

method).



• There is also an optional Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation Test. 

• Further details can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVlrdqh_J6Y&t=48s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVlrdqh_J6Y&t=48s


What is the ‘expected’ standard?
• Reading:







What is the ‘expected’ standard?
• Writing:





What is the ‘expected’ standard?
• Maths:





Supporting your child

• Stay calm!
• Ensure regular home reading
• Practise mental maths e.g x2, x5, 10, x3
• Ensure they complete Home Learning activities
• Visit our website!





Supporting your child

• Practice workbooks are available….but don’t go overboard! Let 
them be children. 


